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$< 



TO ANTICIPATE CENSURE IS SOMETIMES TO PREVENT IT.'* 



AGREEABLE to the motto, fome prelude to the following pages is neceflary ; efpecially 
in murical days like the prefent, when the Eye has by a lamentable kind of fatality 
ufurped the place of the Ear, and the admiration which Subjed and Harmony ought to 
attraft, is loft in attending to the dexterous manoeuvring, or as it is called Execution of: 
the Performer — and Execution it too often is, only place the poor innocent Subject in 
the fame light as one of a different nature, at Tyburn — therefore the Compofer begs leave 
to premife, that they are not calculated to pleafe thole (of which poor Apollo knows to 
his forrow, there are but too many among his worfhippers.) who curforily caft their eye 
over Publications of the kind, and if they difcern no difficult or aukward paffages, throw 
them afide, with " Pho ! it's nothing at all— its very eafy"; yet may-be if afked the favor 
to play fuch eafy Nothings, the Rheumatifm feizes their fingers, or a violent Sprain has 
befallen their wrift, though at the fame time they talk of playing the Compofitions of 
fuch and fuch eminent Mailers, which perhaps not one un-profeffionai Performer in fifty 
takes in hand with jutlice to the Author. 

The principal defign in this Concerto is to carry on a pleasing Harmony, and by lo 
doing, to adminifter a little confolation to a Science noble in itfdf, but fo degraded by 
the flight-of-hand tricks that have lately been played with it, that it is almoft fick unto 
Death — moreover, fo long as thofe who undertake it, play itcorre&Iy, the iefs trouble they 
have to do fo, the better the Compofer will like his work ; which he did not fer about 
Jike fome Brother-profeffors, as Children would to play at what they call CRACKS, and 
bid defiance to their followers; and that not for any praife-worthy effort of ingenuity, 
but becaufe they " outftep the modefty of nature, 5 ' and exite in Speftators uneafy 
aftonifhment. 




IN order to prevent the difputes that fo frequently arife concerning the Time a Piece 
ought to be played in, the following limple contrivance is recommended to trial. Tie a 
fmall key, or a feal, as a plummet, to a bit of coarfe thread, the length of which is alcer- 
tained for the purpofe ; this held fleadily in the fingers, and a trilling motion given to it, 
Time may be accurately counted from its vibrations- — It mull be obfetved, I his is not 
meant to beat lime during the performance, but to give the rime, previous to playing 
the Piece, by counting a few liars from it, which to ,i good Timill is quite fuflicicnt ; anil 
if to its limpiicity is added, it gives no ilandard or leah, and of rouife U avts the Compofer 
unlettered ai to his meafurcs, it will be found a practicable connivance, where the ela- 
borate Chronometres of Monfieur Loulic, and I\l(Ji;!ie::r Hauveur, with the Metrunretie 
of later invention, have failed of fuccefs. In the following Conceito, a regulation of this 
kind is annexed to every fubjcel, and the meafure ;oven from the breadth of llarpfiehord 
and Piano Forte keys, in prefeience to inehes, file former beiii »; always at. hand, and the 
tliHercncein Inftruments in that refpeM, fo tiillinfj, as to oreahon little or no alteration. 
Thus at the beginning ol the (irfl Movement will be found ts8 -—**), which fignifies, that 
the thread with the weight appended to it, ivieafun d acrols twenty eiglit keys, will vibrate 
the length of a Minim ; in the next movement, lengthened to thirty two, eaeh vibration 
will be a Crotchet, and fo on with the refh This, it is pu fumed, will be of fome (crviee 
to thofe who wilh to obferve the Time a Compofer means, and as for thole who make 
what was the Adantein days of old, the Allegro and Pieflo of the prefent, by all means 
let them go forward as fall as they can, for even they arc* due ol this to their honor and 

comfort, that, the filler a Per/on travels, thejboner he gt is to the end oj his Jouywy ! ! ! 
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